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Alternate Giving Fair Raises Record Amount for Local Charities
The third annual Holiday Alternate Giving Fair raised more than $20,000 in cash and in-kind donations for local charities, setting a new record for the event.  The fair was held November 8 and 9 at the Idaho Falls Community Outreach Center.

Twenty different local charities participated in the 2-day event.  Participating charities included Big Brothers/Big Sisters of Southeast Idaho, Breaking Boundaries, City of Refuge Shelter, Community Literacy Council, Community Outreach Center, Eastern Idaho Community Action Partnership, Equal Access Playground, Family Assistance in Transitional Housing (FAITH), First Book, Friends in Service Here (FISH), FreeMed, Habitat for Humanity, Idaho Falls Food Bank, Lillian Vallely Indian School, Senior Citizens Community Center, Shepherd’s Inn, Soup Kitchen, Strings for Kids, Tautphaus Park Zoological Society, and Veterans Helping Hand Outreach Center. 

The event also included an art contest by area high school students.  Zack Crowl and Acacia McMurtrey, both from Skyline High School, tied for first place in this year’s contest.  

The winning artwork will be matted, framed and displayed at the Community Outreach Center, joining the growing collection of outreach art featured at the Center.  In addition, the artists will each receive a $100 cash prize.  Their entries were selected from more than 30 entries.  

The focus of the giving fair is to highlight local charities and their work in the community.  In 2009, the giving fair will be held November 7 and 8.
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